AtNational Online Safety, we believe in empoweting parents, edrers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feelitis necded. This guide focuses on one app of many which we helieve trusted adults should be aware of, Picase visit www.nationafonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

& Whatparents Carers Need 10 kitow,about

S TIKTOK®

TikTok is a video-sharing social media app which lets people create, view and download looping 15-second clips.
Typically, these are videos of users lip-syncing and dancing to popular songs or soundbites {often for comic purposes},

enhanced with filters, effects and text. Designed with young people in mind, TikTok skyrocketed in popularity in 2019 and
has featured near the ty of download charts ever since. It now has around a hillion users worldwide.

AGE-INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT ¥

Mogt videes appedring on a child’s
feed are light~hearted and amusing,
Hewever, Some clips have been
réported for teaturing drug ond alcohol
abuse, themes of sulcide and
seH-ham, or young teens actln’g’in
o sexuoity su g“astws- way. Theshee
volume of uplods is ingpqssible to
modarate entirely - gince TikTok Jump's
y ction in mid=2021, users can view
third-party content outside the app.

EXPLICIT SONGS

TikYok primurily revoives around videos
of wgers lip-syncing end dancing to music.
evitably, some fstturad songs will sontain

HAZARDOUS VISIBILITY

Connecting with others is simple on TikTok -
Including Sommenting on and reacting to
ugers’ videos, following thelr profile and
downloading their content. The majority of
these interactions are harmiess, but ~
because of its abundancs of tesh users -
TikTok has experiénced problems with
| predators contacting young people.

ADDICTINE NATURE 4T

Like all social media, TikTok is dasigned to ‘
he addictive. it can ba hugely snteftaining -
but that also makes it hard to put down,

well a5 the punchy naturs ¢f the short video
format, the app's ability to kaep users
intrigued about what's coming noxt mean

it's easy for a S-minute vislt 8 urn inten

axpicit or suggt{ve yrics, Given the ap r?ls
young user-base, there ks q risk that children
max viow older users’ videos and then be
Inchined to imitate any explicit language or
sUge actions.
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TIKTOK FAME

?has created its own )
fes: Chardl &' Amelio and il

W J most rhg sturs to be ‘the
oxt big w% ind it difticult, setbacks
2y in tum'ﬁ_f:npt them to Bga to even more
drastic lengihs o get noticeq.
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Meet Our Expert ; National
Parven Kauri iatmedi tand digital medi O I'
consultont whos prssionate dhoutimproving digialteracy for niine
parents and children. She has extensive expetience in the social S Gfety“
HWakeUpWednesday

media arena and is the foundetr of Kids N Clicks: a web resource
that helps parents and children thrive in a digital world.
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Users of this guide da so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 03.11.2021




